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THREE CREEKS TRAIL

INTRODUCTION

In 2001, the Summit County Trail Plan was completed, spurring a partnership
between the cities of Barberton, Norton, Akron, Fairlawn and Copley Township.
Since that time, these communities have been working collaboratively to acquire
land and implement greenway and riparian protection of the Pigeon Creek
and Wolf Creek Corridors. Several parks and community amenities have been
developed along the corridor beginning with the critical links; the completion of
the Ohio and Erie Canal Towpath Trail for the entire length of Summit County and
connection to it along the Robinson Avenue Bridge. Other improvements include
the Barberton City Sports Complex and the Barberton Schools Sports Complex
along Wolf Creek, the Greater Akron Rugby Foundation and the Copley-Akron
Soccer Complex along Pigeon Creek, the Akron Jewish Center along Schocalog
Run and Fairlawn City Park at the northern end of the corridor. The city of Fairlawn
is currently developing a citywide trail master plan which is intended to connect
Fairlawn City Park to Sand Run Metro Park which in turn connects back to the
Ohio and Erie Canal Towpath Trail. Summit Metro Parks recognizes the need for
more multi-purpose trails on the west side of Summit County and would like to
foster relationships in those cities to make new multi-purpose trails a reality.

Summit Metro Parks recently acquired approximately 480 acres of land just north
of the existing Silver Creek Metro Park. These parcels are bisected by the Northern
Ohio Traction Company’s abandoned interurban (now owned by First Energy)
and the active Akron Barberton Cluster railroad which runs eastward through the
cities of Norton and Barberton.

In order to further advance the collaborative efforts of the cities of Barberton,
Norton, Akron, Fairlawn and Copley Township as well as build upon the recent
addition to Silver Creek Metro Park, Summit Metro Parks engaged Environmental
Design Group to develop this trail plan for the Three Creeks Trail network. The
Pigeon Creek/Wolf Creek corridor has been recognized as a priority of the
Summit County Trail Plan that interconnects community resources along the Wolf
Creek and Pigeon Creek corridor and increases connectivity to the existing Silver
Creek Metro Park and City of Wadsworth in neighboring Medina County through
planning efforts within that county.

The majority of the proposed trails follow abandoned railroad right-of-ways, which
can for much of the route be placed directly within those alignments. Exceptions
occur where the rail bed is no longer available due to changes in land use or
ownership. In those cases there are suitable alternatives to pursue a separate trail
either at the edge of existing public road right-of-ways, within existing power line
corridors or private open space. Except for the previously mentioned public lands,
access to the corridor will need to be negotiated with the current land owners. In
the case of the public road right-of-ways, approval by the State, County or local
community would be required.



THREE CREEKS TRAIL
Master Plan Report

TRAIL NARRATIVE

The following summarizes the trail alignments for each segment of the Three
Creeks Trail Plan. There are two primary segments, as well as seven connectors.
One of these primary segments is the Pigeon-Wolf Creeks Trail. It begins in
Downtown Barberton and heads north, following Wolf Creek, Pigeon Creek
and Schocalog Run until its terminus in Fairlawn. This route mainly follows the
Akron and Barberton Belt Railroad’s (predecessor to the Akron Barberton Cluster
Railroad) abandoned railroad bed. The other primary segment is the Silver
Creek Trail. It also begins in Downtown Barberton, but heads west toward Silver
Creek Metro Park where it terminates at the recently acquired Summit Metro
Parks property and connects into Medina County. In addition, as was previously
mentioned, this route follows an abandoned interurban right-of-way now owned
by First Energy.
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A. DOWNTOWN BARBERTON SEGMENT

The Pigeon-Wolf Creeks Trail of the Three Creeks Trail Plan begins in downtown
Barberton at the Robinson Avenue Bridge. This existing bridge and future trailhead
will provide a vital connection between the Three Creeks Trail Plan and the existing
Ohio and Erie Canal Towpath Trail. At the time of this report, Akron Metropolitan
Area Transportation Study (AMATS) is currently studying how the Wooster Road
corridor might be redeveloped for the inclusion of alternative transportation
methods from Robinson Bridge to 5th Street. The Pigeon-Wolf Creeks Trail plans
to parallel adjacent to Wooster Road as a sidepath (a.k.a. widened sidewalk)
from 5th Street to 8th Street. In order to accommodate the development of a
sidepath, Wooster Road would need to be reconfigured from a four-lane to a
three-lane road. The sidepath would be located along the northern side of the
road. A traffic study has not been performed as part of this study, but would
be needed to confirm the feasibility of narrowing the roadway. For the Pigeon-
Wolf Creeks Trail, the sidepath turns northward from Wooster Road mid-way
between 8th Street and 9th Street to follow the abandoned railroad line. Existing
land use encroachments and access would need to be coordinated with adjacent
property owners to provide enough space for the trail with proper buffers. The
abandoned railroad bed then sweeps west and connects to the Barberton City
Sports Complex (Sports Complex) using an existing railroad bridge. This bridge
would be re-decked for reuse. The Sports Complex parking lot would be used as a
trailhead parking area if additional signage and a kiosk are added.
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B. WOLF CREEK SEGMENT

The Pigeon-Wolf Creeks Trail then crosses Hopocan Avenue with a signed
crosswalk and flashing light and continues to follow the abandoned rail line.
It passes beneath a rail line operated by the Akron Barberton Cluster Railway
Company and passes by a popular fishing spot on Wolf Creek before reaching
Brady Avenue. Developing formal fishing access spots in this area would prevent
overuse and deterioration of the riparian edge. The trail then crosses Brady
Avenue at a signed crosswalk and continues within the old rail right-of-way

toward Norton Avenue.

B-1 BARBERTON SCHOOLS CONNECTOR

The Barberton Schools Connector is a spur off the Pigeon-Wolf Creeks Trail. It
is a sidepath that begins at the Norton Avenue Bridge and heads east toward
4th Street connecting with Stark State College, Decker Park, Barberton High
School and Barberton Middle School. The right-of-way along this two-lane
section of Norton Avenue is 50-feet. In order to accommodate the sidepath,
the existing two lanes on Norton Avenue would be narrowed to a maximum
of 12-feet. There would then be a residual 26-feet available within the right-
of-way to develop the sidepath.

From Norton Avenue, the Pigeon-Wolf Creeks Trail crosses Wolf Creek on a
proposed sidepath on the existing Norton Avenue Bridge. The existing two lane
road with a right-of-way of 50-feet would need to be narrowed to a maximum of
12-feet per lane, leaving 26-feet for the sidepath. The trail then crosses Norton
Avenue with a signed crosswalk with flashing signal and continues north within
a power line easement along the west bank of Wolf Creek. Several drainage
crossings would need to be constructed between Norton Avenue and Barber
Road, including one 50-foot pedestrian bridge over Van Hyning Run and one 100-
foot pedestrian bridge over Wolf Creek. Except for the several drainage crossings,
the trail can easily be constructed within the rather large field area near Wolf

Creek.

B-2 BARBERTON SPORTS CONNECTOR

The Barberton Sports Connector is a spur off the Pigeon-Wolf Creeks Trail. It
begins on the east side of Barber Road and heads east, following the edge of
a privately owned property and skirting any wetlands that may exist there.
The trail then enters the Barberton School District property and follows
an existing access road that could be repaved/re-graded for trail use. The
connector trail then terminates at the Barberton Schools Sports Complex
baseball field parking area that may also be used as a Three Creeks trailhead
with the addition of appropriate signage.
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B-3 VAN HYNING RUN CONNECTOR

The Van Hyning Run Connector is a spur off the Pigeon-Wolf Creeks Trail that
connects to the neighborhood to the east. It begins on the west side of Wolf
Creek, before the pedestrian bridge that connects the trail to Barber Road.
This connector will head west, following proposed sewer improvements for
the area and utilizing City of Norton property. There is one drainage crossing of
Van Hyning Run with a 75-foot pedestrian bridge. The trail will cross Clark Mill
Road with a signed crossing, then become a sidepath on Clark Mill Road until
it reaches Van Hyning Run. At this point it will turn west and follow the Run
toward a Waste Water Treatment Plant that is planned for future demolition.
Modification to the existing grades near the waste water treatment plant
may be necessary to provide a maximum trail slope of five percent. The trail
will then utilize the existing waste water treatment plant access road as a
connection to the adjacent neighborhood.

Once the Pigeon-Wolf Creeks Trail reaches Barber Road, it will cross the road with
a crosswalk and flashing light. The trail then continues north, following the former
rail right-of-way on the east side of Wolf Creek that has been converted toan access
road. One land owner currently controls the old rail right-of-way from Barber Road
to Summit Road. It is essentially clear of impediments to trail development. The
underpass at |-76 provides adequate room for trail development between the
abutment and Wolf Creek. Two utility lines exist within the highway right-of-way
that would need to be protected. At the Ohio Edison substation south of Summit
Road controls are needed to restrict access to the substation from the trail. This
could be in the form of a landscape barrier. The trail will then cross Summit Road
with a signed crosswalk and continue north along the former rail right-of-way. The
right-of-way between Summit Road and Wadsworth Road is owned by the City of
Norton.

B-4 BARBERTON RESERVOIR CONNECTOR

The Barberton Reservoir Connector is a spur off the Pigeon-Wolf Creeks Trail.
It begins just north of Summit Road near the confluence of Wolf Creek and
Pigeon Creek. A 60-foot pedestrian bridge crosses Pigeon Creek and directs
the spur west along the northern side of Wolf Creek. Land use will need to be
coordinated with at least one private property owner as the trail skirts several
private properties and moves toward Wadsworth Road. The trail crosses
Wadsworth Road with a signed crosswalk and continues to follow Wolf Creek
at the edge of existing fields until it reaches Summit Road, northwest of the
Barberton Water Treatment Plant. The trail crosses Summit Road with a signed
crosswalk and enters the City of Barberton Reservoir property. An 80-foot
pedestrian bridge crosses Wolf Creek and the trail curves up the hillside with
a maximum slope of five percent and connects to an adjacent neighborhood
at both Carillon Drive and Rich Road.
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C. PIGEON CREEK SEGMENT

The Pigeon Creek Segment of the Pigeon-Wolf Creeks Trail begins at the intersection
of the Wolf Creek Segment and the Barberton Reservoir Connector. It follows the
former rail right-of-way along the east side of Pigeon Creek on the City of Norton
property and moves north. Within this segment surface drainage crosses the trail
in a few areas that will require culvert controls. A high quality wetland exists just
north of Summit Road. Visual access from the trail is encouraged and if possible, in
the future, a boardwalk loop would be appropriate. The trail crosses Wadsworth
Road with a signed crosswalk and enters the Greater Akron Rugby Foundation
property which continues until Knox Boulevard. The trail in this area is located in
the old rail right-of-way which is currently serving as an access drive for the Akron
Rugby Club. The existing drive surface would require refinement as well as a
guardrail on either side to meet current AASHTO regulations for trails with a side
slope greater than 3:1 and a vertical drop over six-feet. A proposed alternative
drive will provide access for the Akron Rugby Club from Knox Boulevard which
will include a 42-car parking lot for the Akron Rugby Club and a 42-car parking lot
and trailhead for Summit Metro Parks. Coordination between the Greater Akron
Rugby Foundation and Summit Metro Parks will be required.

The trail then crosses Knox Boulevard with a signed crosswalk and continues
north within the old rail right-of-way owned by Copley Township. Just north
of Knox Boulevard the trail is located between Pigeon Creek and an extensive
wetland area. Raising the trail bed in this area will need to take the wetland into
consideration to avoid impacts to the wetland and the creek. Just north of this
area is the Cavanaugh Building Company yard. Coordination with this adjacent
landowner will be needed to reposition their waste and stockpiles that are
encroaching on the right-of-way. Low fencing is suggested from this area north
to Wright Road to control access and to define the right-of-way for the several
adjacent uses in this area. The trail crosses Wright Road at a signed crosswalk
and continues north in the right-of-way owned by Copley Township. The trail
between Wright Road and Collier Road passes by the rear and side yards of
several residences and a commercial produce operation. Encroachment onto the
right-of-way occurs in both areas. Coordination in clean up of out-buildings and
yard waste is needed. A low fence and a landscape barrier is recommended to
buffer uses and to control access.

Once the trail reaches Collier Road it becomes a sidepath and utilizes the existing
bridge to cross Pigeon Creek. The existing bridge is 42-feet wide and the two-lane
road would need to be reconfigured to allow for sidepath development. The trail
follows the western edge of the right-of-way to the Copley Road intersection.
The old rail right-of-way in this area is occupied by a commercial building at its
intersection with Copley Road, eliminating its potential for extension of the trail.
Coordination with the County Engineer is needed to assess relocation of the
roadside drainage channel, repositioning of drive crossings for the several west
side businesses in this area and installation of traffic control signage. The trail
in this area is proposed to be separated from the roadway by the intervening
drainage channel. The trail crosses Copley Road at the existing signaled crossing.
A pedestrian actuator and signals will be added for the crossing.
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North of Copley Road the trail passes through City of Akron’s Copley-Akron Soccer
Complex. The trail is located in the natural area to the east, at the edge of the
fields. The existing parking lot may be shared as a trailhead parking area. An
informational kiosk is needed to orient trail users. The complex is gated during
non-play hours and so coordination with Akron is needed, if the parking lot is
to be made accessible to trail users. At the northeast corner of the site the trail
continues along the western edge of Pigeon Creek until the Creek turns west and
the trail crosses the creek with a 45-foot pedestrian bridge. It then continues along
the northern edge of Pigeon Creek toward White Pond Drive where it crosses
with a signed crossing and follows the creek until it reaches Boughton Farm and
turns north toward the Akron Jewish Center. As the trail passes the Akron Jewish
Center, a short spur connects the Akron Jewish Center as well as Summa Health
Center and an apartment complex. North of the Akron Jewish Center the trail will
be routed through the woods to limit impacts to the surrounding environment
and a 60-foot pedestrian bridge is used to cross Schocalog Run and connect to
Park West Corporate Center.
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D. SCHOCALOG RUN SEGMENT

The Schocalog Run Segment of the Pigeon-Wolf Creeks Trail begins at the Park
West Corporate Center and is to be developed within the Park West open
space. Coordination with the developer will be required. The trail then heads
north toward the Wheeling & Lake Erie Railroad where it will follow a power line
easement to the south of the rail line passing several privately owned properties.
At Schocalog Run a pedestrian crossing is needed such as an extension of the rail
culvert. The trail then continues to its intersection with Schocalog Road and the

existing rail crossing.

D-1 AKRON CONNECTOR

The Akron Connector is a spur off the Pigeon-Wolf Creeks Trail. It begins
where the Pigeon-Wolf Creeks Trail meets with the Wheeling & Lake Erie
Railroad, south of Frank Boulevard. The at-grade trail turns northeast,
paralleling the railroad and a power line easement beneath the existing
I-77 overpass. The usable space between the overpass support columns
and the railroad is limited and may require a restricted use allowance for an
eight-foot wide trail for approval by AASHTO. With an increased cost, the
trail could be benched into the railroad embankment with a wall to achieve
a ten-foot wide trail. Utilizing an existing access drive, the trail continues
northeast until it intersects with White Pond Drive where it will improve the
existing at-grade railroad crossing to cross Frank Boulevard and connect to
Akron’s existing city sidewalk system.

D-2 COPLEY CONNECTOR

The Schocalog Run Connector is a spur off the Pigeon-Wolf Creeks Trail. It
begins west of Schocalog Road and follows a power line easement south
of the Wheeling & Lake Erie Railroad. The trail turns south and crosses
Pigeon Creek utilizing an existing culvert from the demolished Waste Water
Treatment Facility on the west side of Pigeon Creek. The trail then continues
southwest to connect to the adjacent residential areas on both Aberth Drive
and Kirkwall Drive.

At the intersection of the trail and Schocalog Road, the trail will use the existing
rail crossing, modified for the additional width needed for the trail and continue
at the eastern edge of the road right-of-way until it reaches Discovery Montessori
School. Here, it will cross Schocalog Road with a signed crosswalk and enter a
City of Akron owned property. A 50-foot pedestrian bridge will be used to cross
Schocalog Run and enter the Stone Creek homeowners association open space
parcel, eventually passing Schocalog Lake. The lake and adjacent lands are used
by the homeowners association for recreational purposes. The trail will be
a welcomed amenity for the community and could include an overlook at the
northwest edge of the lake.
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TRAIL NARRATIVE

The trail continues west through several privately owned properties to again
meet with Pigeon Creek and cross Jacoby Road with a signed crossing. A couple
drainage crossings would need to be constructed west of Jacoby Road as the trail
continues with a maximum slope of five percent. The trail passes a Hospice Care
Center with existing walking trails and a private pond that will be connected to.
To the southwest of the Hospice Care Center the trail follows an existing clearing
through the woods and crosses a private drive with a signed crossing. From there,
the trail turns north and borders a private property until it reaches Ridgewood
Road. In this section, the trail will require construction of a couple of new culvert
drainage crossings.

Once the trail reaches Ridgewood Road it will connect to a future planned
signalized intersection at the main entrance to Fairlawn Corporate Park. The
Corporate Park is linked to Fairlawn’s citywide trail which is currently being
developed. It is intended to connect the Three Creeks Trail users to Fairlawn City
Park and eventually Sand Run Metro Park and The Ohio & Erie Canal Towpath
Trail.
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E. SILVER CREEK SEGMENT

The Silver Creek Trail begins mid-block between 8th Street and 9th Street in
Downtown Barberton and travels west toward Silver Creek Metro Park. From 8th
Street to 25th Street the trail is a sidepath along the northern side of Wooster
Road. In order to accommodate the development of a sidepath, Wooster Road
would need to be reconfigured from a four-lane road to a three-lane road.
A traffic study and coordination with adjacent private property owners would
be required. The trail crosses 8th Street with a signed crosswalk and uses the
existing Wooster Road Bridge to cross Pigeon Creek where it then connects to the
Barberton City Sports Complex. The Sports Complex parking lot could be used
as a trailhead parking area if additional signage and a kiosk are added. From the
Sports Complex, the trail will use the existing rail crossing east of 14th Street,
modified for the additional width needed for the trail. The trail then continues
along Wooster Road as a sidepath using signed crosswalks at each intersection
until it reaches 25th Street. At the intersection of Wooster Road and 25th Street
the trail turns north up the east side of 25th Street as a sidepath for approximately
one block. The trail crosses 25th Street with a signed crosswalk at the City of
Barberton owned property adjacent to Edgewood Park and continues through
the park at a maximum trail grade of five percent. As with the Sports Complex, the
Edgewood Park parking lot could be used as a trailhead parking area if additional
signage and a kiosk are added.

The trail then crosses the intersection of South Avenue and 27th Street with
signed crosswalks to reach the Cedar Brook Apartment Complex and become
an off road trail. The trail continues west through a vacant private property to
reach a former Interurban rail abutment which will be reconditioned for use as a
pedestrian bridge to cross Hudson Run. From there, the trail crosses 31st Street
with a signed crosswalk and flashing light and connects to the former Interurban
rail corridor. The trail follows the abandoned rail bed to an Ohio Edison substation
and creates a spur to connect to a nearby residential neighborhood.

E-1 NORTON CONNECTOR

The Norton Connector is a spur off the Silver Creek Trail. It begins at the Ohio
Edison substation west of 31st Street and follows a power line easement
through Ohio Edison property to reach both Hector Avenue and Roop Avenue.

10
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From the Ohio Edison substation, the trail continues along the former Interurban
rail bed. Near Rock Cut Road and Martin Avenue the trail will utilize abandoned
Interurban bridge abutments to cross the active Akron Barberton Cluster
Railway corridor with a pedestrian bridge of approximately 160-feet in length.
The Interurban abutments may need to be repaired or replaced upon further
investigation. As the trail continues along the Interurban alignment it parallels
Dorothy Avenue and will repair/replace a former cattle crossing with a 14-foot
pedestrian bridge. As the trail travels beneath the SR-21 overpass, construction of
a culvert will be necessary in association with ditch filling between Dorothy Road
and the SR-21 support columns. Dorothy Avenue may need to be reconfigured
slightly within the existing right-of-way to permit adequate space for the trail.

Continuing along the Interurban alignment, the trail crosses Hametown Road with
a signed crossing and carries on toward Medina Line Road. Within this segment
surface drainage crosses the trail in a few areas that may require repair of existing
culvert controls. The trail will also reach the newly acquired Summit Metro Parks
property within this segment. At the west end of the property there is a larger
drainage crossing which will require a 60-foot pedestrian bridge. The Silver
Creek Trail will meet the trail coming from Medina County near where the City
of Wadsworth is planning to build a trail along the former Interurban alignment.
A trailhead could easily be created at this juncture on the Summit Metro Parks
Property which has ample room for parking, facilities and trail amenities.

F. OWNERSHIP, MANAGEMENT & ACQUISITION
STRATEGY

It is suggested that the plan for implementing the trail remain a partnership
effort. Development, maintenance, and management of each trail segment are
suggested to be the responsibility of the community having jurisdiction. It is
suggested that ownership of the right-of-way be extended to include lands that
are currently privately owned through willing buyer- willing seller agreements.
Where this is not possible long-term leases and/or conservation easements with
public access rights should be negotiated.

CONSTRUCTABILITY

Trail constructability is always a consideration and concern when developing
trail alignments. Two primary factors were considered when evaluating trail
sections: (1) is the land controlled publicly or privately, and (2) construction
cost (environmental issues, ecological impacts, and earthwork/grading
problems, etc.). Figure 1 - Constructability was developed to assist with
understanding as to the level of challenges (acquisition, costs, permitting)
related to the construction of different sections of the trail. In general, if a
trail section was located on publicly controlled lands with straightforward
construction, it was labeled “limited” for having few constructability issues. If
a trail section contained only one of the two primary evaluating factors, it was
labeled “moderate” for having some constructability issues. However, if a trail
section contained both primary evaluating factors, it was labeled “difficult”
for having more challenging constructability issues.

11
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APPENDIX A:

TYPICAL TRAIL SECTIONS

TYPICAL OFF ROAD SECTION

In accordance with the mission of Summit Metro Parks to provide safe off
road trails for their users, the majority of The Three Creeks trail is off road.
In order to be eligible for federal funding, all trail sections are designed to
comply with AASHTO standards. The typical trail section will have a ten-foot
wide asphalt surface with a two-foot shoulder on either side. The slopes
on either side will have a maximum slope of 2:1 with a two-foot rounding.

13
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TYPICAL TRAIL SECTIONS

GREATER AKRON RUGBY FOUNDATION SECTION

Within the Pigeon Creek Segment, near the Greater Akron Rugby
Foundation and between Wadsworth Road and Knox Road, the existing
conditions of the trail are unique to the rest of Three Creeks Trail. Here, the
side slopes of the former rail bed often slope in excess of 3:1 with a vertical
drop of six feet or greater. In order to comply with AASHTO chapter 5.2.1,
this section of trail requires a barrier to be placed adjacent to the trail with
a minimum lateral offset of one-foot. Based on the existing 18’ width of
the rail bed, this report recommends placing a 42” guardrail adjacent to
the trail with a lateral offset of two-feet. This guardrail will protect users
from steep slopes and discourage users from venturing into the potential
adjacent wetlands.
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TYPICAL TRAIL SECTIONS

From Robinson bridge to 25th Street in Barberton, the trail will be a modified sidepath. It is proposed that the
existing roadway with a 60 foot right-of-way be reconfigured from a four-lane road to a three-lane road with a
five-foot buffer/utility zone and ten-foot wide trail. Typically, AASHTO requires a sidepath to includes a two-foot
shoulder which will be the standard on all other sidepaths within the Three Creeks Trail.

WOOSTER ROAD SECTION - BEFORE

WOOSTER ROAD SECTION - AFTER
15



THREE CREEKS TRAIL
Master Plan Report

APPENDIX B: PRELIMINARY

TRAIL ALIGNMENT

The following sheets provide a feasibility study of the preliminary
alignment of the Three Creeks Trail. As with the Trail Narrative, the
preliminary alignment is broken down into two primary segments and
seven connector trails. The Pigeon-Wolf Creeks Trail segment begins
in Downtown Barberton and heads north, following Wolf Creek, Pigeon
Creek and Schocalog Run until its terminus in Fairlawn. The Silver Creek
Trail segment also begins in Downtown Barberton and heads west toward
Silver Creek Metro Park.

16
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